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Indian School Muscat 

Question Bank- Class X 

Department of English  

Two Gentlemen of Verona 

Reference to context. 

1. As we made the rounds, my interest was again provoked by their remarkable demeanour. 

a. What does the phrase ‘As we made the rounds’ mean? 

They were roaming in the city as tourists. 

b. What did the narrator find remarkable in their demeanour? 

He found on their faces a seriousness far beyond their age, yet he found them innocent. 

c. What idea do you get about the narrator from the above lines? 

Brings out the narrators sensitivity and his keen sense of observation. 

 

2. When the resistance movement began secretly to form they were among the first to join. 

 

a. Which resistant movement is referred to in the above extract? 

The resistant movement referred to here is the one against the Germans to liberate their country from 

them  

b. Who are ‘they’ in the above extract? Why were ‘they’ the first  

  to join the resistance movement? 

‘They’ here are Jacopo and Nicola. The Germans had destroyed their family and ruined their home. 

Hence the young boys promptly joined the movement against them 

c. Why did the movement begin secretly? 

Like most resistance movement, it began secretly so that its members could achieve their mission 

before their movement was found out and curbed 

 

3. They sat beside me, not speaking. For my part, I did not say a word.  

 

a. Why did the boys sit quietly beside the narrator while being driven back? 

They sat quietly beside the narrator because they were meditating upon and still savouring the taste of 

the brief but pleasant get together with their sister. 

b. Why did the author not speak to the boys on their return journey? 

He did not speak because he did not want them to get the slightest hint about the fact that he had 

discovered their secrete 

c. What idea do you get about the narrator from the above lines? 

The above line shows that the author was very considerate and thoughtful. 
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         Answer the Following questions in about 40 words. 

1. Why did the narrator and his companion were impressed with the two boys? 

Though they were shabbily dressed these boys had something magnetic about them. An earnestness 

in their dark eyes impressed the two companions  and they felt drawn towards them 

2. Why did Nicola and Jacopo have to work so hard? 

Being orphans Nicola and Jacopo had no one to support and feed them. Moreover they had to get 

their sister Lucia treated for tuberculosis. Hence they had to work very hard to cope up with the 

expenses. 

3. “We do so many things, sir”. What different jobs did the boys do? 

They sold wild strawberries, shinned people’s shoes, sold newspapers and also acted as tourist 

guides.  

4. On reaching Poleta what surprised the narrator and why? 

From the boys shabby appearance the narrator visualized that they would be going to some humble 

dwellings in Poleta. When Jacopo directed him to large villa the narrator couldn’t reconcile to it and 

felt surprised. 

    Answer the following question in 100 -150 words. 

 “War shattered their home but not the spirits”. What different values  

  helped Nicola and Jacopo in the sustenance of their spirits. 

       War not only orphaned them but also snatched away their life of comfort and security. The shattering of 

their home by a bomb threw them to the streets. Life treated them harshly by exposing them to biting cold, 

starvation and utter hard work. However all these horrendous experience failed to break their spirit and they 

choose to face life with an unparallel courage. Neither scarcity of work nor the demanding nature of work 

intimidated them. They took up the challenges of life including the responsibility of getting their tuberculosis 

ridden sister treated readily without depending upon anyone. At such tender age they were generous enough to 

spend all their earnings for their sister and live in least comforts.  

 

  Frog and the Nightingale 

Reference to context. 

Read the following extracts and answer the following questions. 

1) Neither  stones nor  prayers nor sticks, 

Insults or complaints or bricks 

Stilled the frog’s determination 

To display his heart’s elation 

a. In what manner did the frog display his heart’s elation? 

Frog displayed his elation by singing loudly and heartily in his croaking voice. 

b. How did the other creatures in the bog react to this? 

              They loathed his voice and pelted stones and bricks at him. 
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c. What personality trait of the frog is revealed here? 

He is rigid, obstinate and unconcerned. 

 

2) Next night when the Nightingale  

Shook her head and twitched her tail, 

Closed an eye and fluffed a wing 

And had cleared her throat to sing 

She was startled by a croak. 

a. How does the Nightingale prepare herself for singing? 

She shook her head, twitched her tail, closed an eye, fluffed a wing and cleared her throat. 

b. What do these lines tell us about the Nightingale as a singer? 

Very meticulous singer, makes all the necessary preparations, has all the mannerism of a great 

singer. 

c. Why was the Nightingale startled? 

The nightingale was startled by the frogs croaking voice. 

  

3) “I don’t think the song is divine. 

  But- oh, well- at least its mine”. 

 “That’s not much to boast about,” 

   Said the heartless frog. 

  

a. Why does the Nightingale feel her song is not divine? 

Because she is very modest and humble. 

b. What quality does the Nightingale attribute to her song? 

The Nightingale claims her song to have originality. 

c. Why is the frog called ‘ heartless’? 

He does not appreciate the Nightingales melodious song and criticizes her song without having any 

concern for her feelings. 

 

Answer the Following questions in about 40 words 

1. How did the frog and the other creatures of Bingle Bog react to the nightingale’s song? 

The Nightingales voice left the frog dumbstruck but aroused his jealousy. The other creatures in the bog 

were highly appreciative of the Nightingales song and applauded for her song. 

2. Who was the solitary loon? How did he behave differently from others? 

Solitary Loon was the big water bird who was so overwhelmed by the Nightingales song that tears 

started rolling down her cheeks. Unlike others who were applauding he started shedding tears of joy. 

3. Which are the different ways in which the frog asserts his importance? 

Boasting about his knowledge, the frog asserts himself as an authority of music. He calls himself the 

owner of the sumac tree and well reputed celebrity of the Bingle Bog. 
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4. Bring out the irony in the frog’s statement- ‘Your song must be your own’. 

In the beginning when the Nightingale defends her song by highlighting its originality, the frog brushes 

aside her claim as nothing much. But later on when the Nightingale dies he goes about saying that one’s 

song must be one’s own.  

Answer the following question in 100 -150 words. 

1.   What kind of character is the Nightingale? Highlight her strength and weaknesses. 

       The Nightingale is a talented singer with a remarkably sweet voice. However she is gullible and 

credulous as she is talented. She fails to see the frogs trick and takes him for a master musician and readily 

becomes his pupil. Initially she is overwhelmed with her success. Too much singing takes its toll on her 

voice and health. She falls out of the frogs favour and audiences at her concert dwindle.. She dies of a burst 

vein. In a way she is responsible for her exploitation and death. 

 

   Lesson- (Prose) Mrs Packletide’s Tiger 

1. Reference to Context  

Quite a bargain, only I don’t have the money. 

a) Who speaks these words? To whom is the person talking to? 

Ans.  Louisa Mebbin to Mrs. Packletide. 

b) What ‘bargain’ is the speaker talking about here? 

Ans. -the prospect of buying a week-end cottage at an attractive price. 

c) What does the speaker expect the listener to do? 

Ans. Miss Mebbin wishes to extort money from Mrs. Packletide, by blackmailing her. Here she wants 

Mrs. Packletide should give her money to buy a summer cottage 

2.Reference to Context  

“You surely wouldn’t give me away?” she asked 

a) Who is the speaker and who is being spoken to? 

Ans. –spoken by Mrs. Packletide –she is addressing Miss Mebin. 

             b) What does ‘giving away’ mean? 

             Ans. It means to betray or to expose. 

             c) How could ‘you’ give ‘me’ away? 
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           Ans. – fame ill-deserved as she had shot a goat dead whereas the tiger had died of heart failure due to the 

loud report of the gun. 

         3. Reference to Context  

And their triumph and rejoicing found a ready echo in the heart of Mrs. Packletide. 

a) Whose triumph and rejoicing is referred to here? 

Ans.  It is of the villagers who had facilitated the Tiger hunting. 

b) What is their reward? 

Ans.  One thousand rupees. 

c) Explain the meaning of expression ‘a ready echo in the heart of Mrs. Packletide’ ? 

Ans.  It means that Mrs. Packletide readily believed that her bullet had killed the tiger and that she was 

happy  that her mission of killing a tiger without much fuss was accomplished. 

 

Short Answers 

1.   Why is Mrs. Packletide compared to ‘ Nimrod’? 

Value points   – in Bible Nimrod the great grandson of Noah has been described as a mighty hunter. 

2. Why did the villagers decide to help Mrs. Packletide to shoot a tiger? 

Value points   Mrs. Packletide promised to pay one thousand rupees-was a big amount for them. 

3. Why did the villagers decide to help Mrs. Packletide to shoot a tiger? 

Value points   –great love for money. –did not give even tips to the bearers in hotels-protective elder –sister attitude 

towards money.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

4. Do you think that Mrs. Packletide got success in her mission?If not, why? 

         Value points   –not successful- had hit a goat not a tiger. 

      3. Long answer 

a)  What lessons do you think Saki aims to teach mankind through the story ‘Mrs. Packletide’s 

Tiger’? Cite textual evidence in support of your answer. 

Value points- keen observation of human nature-fired by ambition, greed, fear and jealousy- Mrs. 

Packletide –wastes money-time and energy-to outshine her friend Loona. She tempts villagers with her 

money.Writer takes a dig at the vanity and jealousy of these women. Loona’s attitude towards Pacletide. 

Saki exposes human obsession with money and fame. Important lessons- resist temptation and greed, 

use money judiciously. Never exploit others. 
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 Mirror (Poem) 

1. Reference to Context  

I am not cruel, only truthful 

The eye of a little god, four-cornered. 

a) How is mirror truthful? 

Ans. It reflects whatever it sees faithfully and objectively. 

b) What is four-cornered? 

Ans. From all four angles 

c) Which poetic device has been used in “The eye of a little god”? 

Ans. Metaphor 

2. Reference to Context 

I am important to her. She comes and goes. 

Each morning it is her ace that replaces the darkness. 

In me she drowns a young girl, and in me an old woman 

Rises toward her day after day like terrible fish. 

a) How is mirror important to her?  

Ans.  It is the mirror in which she sees her face and comes to know what she actually is. 

b) Explain,  ‘in me she has drowned a young girl, and in me an old woman’. 

Ans. The woman has been seeing her face in the mirror since her young age. Once she was young and 

beautiful. But now that beauty and youth seem to have a drowned into the mirror. 

c) Which poetic device has been used in the last line? 

Ans. Simile 

 

3. Reference to Context 

 

                A woman bends bends over me, 

               Searching my reaches for what she really is. 
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               Then she turns to those liars, the candles or the moon 

a) What is the woman bending over? 

Ans. The mirror 

b) Why are the candles and moon ‘liars’ ? 

Ans.  They hide the blemishes of the people with their soft light. 

 

c) Why does she turn to them in spite  calling them ‘liar’? 

Ans. The reality is too harsh for her to bear. 

      

       2. Short answers  

a)  How does the mirror usually pass its time? 

Value points  …by meditating at the opposite  wall which is pink and speckled. 

b) What is the woman searching for in the depths of the lake? 

Value points  . ….searching for her lost beauty and youth. She can’t come to terms with her ageing 

face- unable to accept harsh reality. 

c) Why does the woman behave like a ‘terrible fish’ in the poem ‘Mirror’? 

Value points  . …painful experience at the loss of her youth and beauty- is much agitated looking at 

her wrinkled face and hence behaves like a ‘terrible fish’. 

d) How does the narrator convey the fact that the woman looking at her reflection in the lake is deeply 

distressed? 

Value points   – realization of laws of beauty and youth gives her acute pain and fills her eyes with 

tears. 

Long answer 

1) Describe how the ‘objectivity’ or truthfulness of the mirror bites sometimes. Why does the woman turn 

to ‘those liars, the candles and the moon’? Why does she shed tears and move her hands in agitation? 

Value points - Objectivity and truthfulness- most important characteristics of the mirror- never gives a false 

and biased image- exact and truthful- reflects truly- no likes or dislikes- like a little god. Mirror- drowned 

her youth- image of an old woman. When reality bites her- turns to candles or moon which hides her 

blemishes. When she realizes that she is no more young she is upset, restless and agitated- behaves like a 

fish out of water. 

Lesson- (Prose) The Letter 

1. Reference to Context  
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His eyes were filled with tears of helplessness, for his patience was exhausted, even though he still had 

faith. Yet how could he still hope to hear from Miriam? 

a)  Who is referred to here? Why were his eyes filled with tears? 

Ans) Coachman Ali is referred to here. His eyes were filled with tears because the postmaster had 

rebuked him for inquiring about his daughter’s letter every day. 

b)  How had he shown his patience and how was it exhausted now? 

Ans) Ali had shown his patience by waiting for his daughter’s letter for the past five years. He had been 

religiously visiting the post office and now his patience was giving way because he could foresee his 

approaching end. 

c)  In what did he still have faith? 

Ans) Ali still had faith that one day he would receive a letter from his daughter.  

2. Reference to Context 

Allah is here and in his presence I am giving you this money. When it comes, you must forward my 

Miriam’s letter to me. 

a) Who speaks these lines to whom? 

Ans) Ali to the postal clerk, Lakshmi Das 

b) How much money does the speaker give and why? 

Ans) The speaker gives five golden guineas to Lakshmi Das as he wants him to deliver his daughter’s 

letter to him when it arrives after his death. 

c) Where does the speaker wish the letter to be delivered? 

Ans) The speaker wishes his letter to be delivered to his grave. 

 

 

3. Reference to Context 

The newly- wakened father’s heart in him was reproaching him for having failed to understand Ali’s 

anxiety , for now he himself had to spend another night of restless anxiety. 

a) Whose ‘newly awakened father’s heart’ is referred to here ? 

Ans) The postmaster’s newly awakened father’s heart is referred to here because now he could 

understand the pain of an anxious father. 

b) Why was his heart reproaching him? 
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Ans) The postmaster’s heart was reproaching him because he had been rude to Ali and had even called 

him mad and a pest. 

c) What was he restless about? 

Ans) The postmaster was restless because his own daughter lay ill in another town and he was anxiously 

awaiting her letter.  

2. Short answers  

a) Ali gave up hunting altogether. What brought about this change in him? 

Ans) Ali was a clever shikari in his youth . However when his daughter Miriam got married , he 

understood the real meaning of love and acute pain of separation. This brought about a transformation in 

him and he left his old ways.  

b)  ‘Though Ali had exhausted his patience , yet his faith was unshaken!’ Comment . 

Ans)  Miriam’s absolute silence and the post office employees’ indifference and rudeness had exhausted 

Ali’s patience. Even then his non stop and relentless visits to the post office for five long years speaks of 

his unshaken faith about getting a letter from his daughter.  

c) The postmaster calls Ali a pest. Was he justified in doing so? 

Ans) The postmaster was absolutely unjustified in insulting the coachman. Ali neither pestered the post 

department nor obstructed their work. He sat in a corner and waited patiently for his daughter’s letter. 

The official should have shown courtesy on humanitarian grounds. He could have been more 

sympathetic towards him. 

d)  “Tortured by remorse, he sat in the glow of the charcoal sigri’. Comment. 

Ans) The postmaster was filled with remorse because he felt he hurt coachman Ali by being rude to him. 

The remorse was heightened by the fact that he himself was waiting for the letter from his ailing 

daughter. He now understood his pain and wanted to apologize to Ali who was now no more. 

3. Long answer 

a)  Rebuked by the post master, Ali walks away from the post office with a heavy heart. Imagine you are 

Ali and write a diary entry to express your ill treatment and fear that you may not live long to see   

Miriam’s letter . 

Value points- correct format – Day Date Time – Points ( might die before getting to know Miriam’s 

Well-being- rebukes from the post master – called a pest- utter dejection- shallow life and world- human 

sympathy gone-  human beings cannot empathize – change society and values- fill world with love –not 

live to see the dawn of that day. 

 

Not Marble nor the gilded monuments(Poem) 
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1.Reference to Context  

Nor marble nor the gilded monuments 

Of princes, shall outlive this powerful rhyme, 

But you shall shine more bight in these contents 

Than unswept stone, besmeared with sluttish time  

a) What does ‘marble’ stand for in the above lines? 

Ans) ‘Marble’ stands for the ornate statues of the princes that they build o immortalize themselves. 

b)  What would outlive the marble statues and gilded monuments? 

Ans) The poet’s verses would live longer than these monuments that were built to keep the memory of 

princes alive.  

c)  Explain the last line of the stanza. 

Ans) With the passage of time the monuments and statues would wear a neglected look. Time would 

take a toll on them and leave them in a dilapidated condition.  

2.Reference to Context  

When wasteful wars shall statues overturn, 

And broils root out the work of masonry, 

Now Mars his sword nor war’s quick fire shall burn  

The living record of your memory 

a) Why does the poet call the wars ‘wasteful’? 

Ans) The poet calls the wars wasteful because they cause widespread death and destruction. 

b)  What would be the fall out of wars and broils? 

Ans) They would ruin all the statues and monuments that come their way. 

c )  What does’ living record of your memory ‘ refer to? 

Ans) It refers to the sonnet that the poet has written in memory of his friend. It would outlive all the 

statues and monuments.  

3. Reference to Context  

So till judgment day that day that yourself arise, 

You live in this and dwell in lovers’ eyes  
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a) ‘You live in this’, what does ‘this’ stand for here? 

Ans) ‘This’ stands for the poet’s verse that would keep him alive till doomsday. 

b) Explain; ‘Dwell in lovers’ eyes’. 

Ans. The phrase ‘dwell in lovers’ eyes’ means that after he is no more , he would live in the memory of  

his admirers. 

c) What would happen on the Day of Judgment? 

Ans) On the day of judgment each person would finally be given his due by almighty who would take 

further charge. 

2. Short answers  

a)  How does the poet assess the power of his poetry? 

Ans) The poet is confident that his poetry would fade away neither with the passage of time nor as a 

fallout of devastating wars. It would live on forever and ever in the hearts of posterity.  

b) Describe how the monuments brave the ravages of time? 

Ans) Statues and monuments are devoured by the all consuming time. Initially they stand neglected with 

the passage of time and later tarnished by the all destructive wars. 

c) How would wars prove ineffective in tarnishing the living record of your memory?  

Ans) Wars take a toll on life and cause widespread devastation; however they cannot obliterate the name 

and fame of those great men whose images are etched in people’s hearts and who are immortalized by 

the poet.  

d) In what context does the poet mention ‘death’ and ‘oblivious enmity’? 

Ans) Bringing out the indelibility of the impression left behind by the great men, the poet says that 

neither death no enmity that wipes out everything from peoples memory can obliterate the great men 

from people’s hearts. Noble souls continue to stride despite death and enmity. 

3. Long answer 

a) Why does the poet refer to Time as ‘sluttish’? In spite of being ‘sluttish’ what can survive the 

onslaught of time?  

Ans)  value points-  poet calls time ‘sluttish’ as it is not too loyal to anyone-The princes and powerful 

people who enjoy great popularity and privileges at one time are forgotten with the passage of time- The 

ornate monuments and statues that they get erected to perpetuate their names even after their death stand 

neglected- and eventually are destroyed by war and decayed- by the ravages of time- Hence time is not 

loyal to anyone.  
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A SHADY PLOT 

 

1. I hadn’t the shade of an idea, but at the time that didn’t worry me in the least. You see, I had often 

been like that before and in the end things had always come my way — I didn’t in the least know how or 

why. It had all been rather mysterious? 

 

(a) On which shade does the passage show the narrator? 

Ans. The narrator looks overconfident that will find a new plot for his story. 

(b) What do you mean by the word ‘mysterious’? 

Ans. Secretive 

(c) In which field is the narrator not a specialist? 

Ans. The narrator is not a specialist of writing ghost stories. 

 

 

2. “I had hardly seated myself at the desk when there came a tap at the door and a white slip of paper slid 

under it. I unfolded it and read : …………..”  

 

(a) Who is ‘I’ ? 

Ans. John Hallock 

(b) Who had written the slip of paper ? 

Ans. His wife, Lavinia 

(c) What was written on it? 

Ans. She wrote that she was going to her grandmother and her lawyer would communicate with John. 

 

3. “This writing business is delightful, isn’t it?” I said sarcastically at last, out loud, too. You see, I had 

reached the stage of imbecility when I was talking to myself. 

 

(a) What does the narrator mean by writing business? 

Ans.By writing business the narrator means writing ghost stories. 

(b) Which word has the narrator used sarcastically? 

Ans. The narrator uses the word ‘delightful’ sarcastically. 

(c) What does the word ‘imbecility’ mean here? 

Ans. The word ‘imbecility’ here means stupidity. 
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II. SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS 
 

Ques1. Bring out the irony in the statement: ‘I did not specialize in ghost stories, but more or less, they 

seemed to specialize in me’.  
Ans. The narrator was a writer who used to work for Jenkins, a publisher. He wanted the narrator to write ghost 

stories because they were in more demand. The narrator did not want to write ghost stories out of his choice. He 

wanted to write stories of other genres, but his ghost stories were popular. It was the ghost of Helen, who helped 

him to write ghost stories. 

 

Ques2. Why does John want the ghost to disappear before his wife appears on the scene? 
Ans. John did not want his wife to see Helen as the thought she would create troubles for him. Lavinia was 

subject to hysterics. John thought if she would see Helen, the ghost, she might start laughing or crying loudly. 

Moreover he was afraid of getting more misunderstanding between them. 

 

Ques3. What made Lavinia buy a Ouija board? How did the narrator react to her doing? 
Ans. Lavinia bought a Ouija board because it was at a bargain sale. She found it duckliest and darlingest thing 

and couldn’t resist to buy it. Hallock asked her to exchange it for something else. He got scared of the upcoming 

danger, of the anger of the ghost,Helen. Secondly John was protective of Lavinia and did not want her to get 

into any kind of trouble. 

 

Ques4. Why did Helen trouble the narrator of ‘A Shady Plot’?  

Ans. The narrator was very desperate for inspiration. Helen found his mind soft enough to accept impression 

and helped him. She was going on strike because the new fad of Ouija boards had people calling up on ghosts to 

answer questions all the time. She was exhausted and needed rest. She wanted the narrator to exert his influence 

and get all his acquaintances to stop using the Ouija board. 

 

Long  Answer Question 

 

1. Write a brief account of the incident at the Ouija board party as seen by one of the members of the 

Book Club. 

Ans. We all were invited to the Ouija board party at Lavinia Hallock’s place, which turned out to be rather 

interesting, quite strangely. The .session of calling the spirits began. Mr. Hallock was also present, sitting 

opposite Laura Hinkle whose partner had not turned up. Most of us were quite elderly women and we were 

surprised when messages were flashed on the board calling John a traitor. Eyebrows were raised, when the 

messenger’s name appeared on the board. It was some Helen. All the women starting whispering in hushed 

tones. Lavinia, naturally appeared quite upset and angry, but what is the reality is not clear. John did behave and 

looked suspicious. But there definitely is a mystery. I’m curious. 
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Ozymandias 

 

1. Half sunk, a shattered visage lies, whose frown,  

And wrinkled lip, and sneer of cold command, 

Tell that its sculptor well those passions read. 

(a) What lies in the sand and how?  

Ans : Two vast legs of stone with a body, and massive, crumbling and broken stone-head lies half sunk, in the 

sand.  

(b) How does the shattered visage look?  

Ans : The shattered visage had a bitter and cruel expession of sneer and cold command.  

(c) What does the face tell us about the sculptor?  
Ans : The bitter and cruel expressions on the face of the statue tell us that the sculptor had understood the passions of his 

subject very well.  

 

2. “Nothing beside remains. Round the decay 

     Of that colossal wreck, boundless and bare 

    The lone and level sands stretch far away.” 

 

1.What does the poet mean when he says that ‘Nothing beside remains’? 

Ans.The poet implies that nothing else has survived except for the broken statue. 

2. What does the poet mean by ‘colossal wreck’? 

Ans.The poet means the huge statue of Ozymandias. 

3. What literary device does the poet use in the last line? 

Ans,The poet uses the device of synecdoche. 

 

3. “ And on the pedestal these words appear: 

       My name is Ozymandias, king of kings: 

       Look on my works, ye Mighty, and despair!” 

 

1.Where are these words carved,” Look on my works, ye Mighty, and despair”? 

Ans.These words are carved at the foot of Ozymandias’ statue. 

2.To whom is Ozymandias referring when he speaks of “ye Mighty”? 

Ans. Ozymandias is referring to the other kings and people who pass by and see the statue. 

3.Why should Ozymandias refer to himself as “King of Kings”? 

Ans. Ozymandias considered himself very powerful. 

  
Short answer questions: 
 

1. How did the poet come to know about the broken statue of Ozymandias?  

 

Ans : The poet was told the story of Ozymandias by a speaker who had met a traveller from an ancient land. 

The story and the condition of Ozymandias’ statue is conveyed by word of mouth. This adds a tinge of 

obscurity and mystery to the statue. 

 
2.'Nothing beside remains.' What does the narrator mean when he says these words? 

 

Ans: When the narrator says these words, he emphasizes on the fact that human life is time bound. The power and 

popularity of the ruler descended with the descent of the ruler. Nothing is immortal and immutable in this world. 

 

3. What message is conveyed through this poem? 

 

Ans: Through this poem a very important message is conveyed that time is all powerful. No king or his power can defeat 
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time. All the achievement, in the end, leads to grave as nothing lives in the world forever. So, the pride and the showcase 

of power are useless. The greatness of a man is known by his good deeds. 

 

4. Briefly describe the statue of Ozymandias.  
 

Ans. The statue is big in size. Two legs without upper body of the statue of Ozymandias are still standing on a pedestal. 

The half-broken face is lying shattered near the legs, half buried in the sand. There is an inscription on the pedestal that 

says, ‘My name is Ozymandias, king of kings: Look upon my works, ye Mighty, and despair!’ 

 

Long Answer Quest. 

 

The poem Ozymandias illustrates the vanity of human greatness. Comment. 

 

Ans : King Ozymandias considered himself to be the king of kings. He ruled over his empire with a firm hand. 

He fed his subjects and regarded them as inferior. He was arrogant and highly conceited, and believed that no 

one will ever be able to equal his achievements. He was so intoxicated with power that the welfare of his people 

was never his consideration. He believed himself to be above law and destiny. But now his shattered statue, half 

buried in sand, the waste and ruins around prove that the time has levelled his fame and work. The ruins around 

the statue bear the testimony to the fact that nothing lasts forever. This is the true destiny of man. He is 

insignificant before the power of time. The poem illustrates the vanity of human greatness. It depicts, that one 

must command respect and not demand it. One must never misuse power and might. Glorious deeds should be 

committed to get respect from posterity. Real power lies in winning the hearts and not in, ruling the we ak and 

needy. 

 
 

 

 

PATOL BABU 

 

1. ‘Jolly good! Why, you are quite an actor. Sosanko, just take a look at the sky through the dark glass, will 

you’. 

  

(1) Who is the speaker? What do you mean by Jolly good?  

Ans. Baren Mullick, the director of the film is the speaker. Jolly good means very good or excellent. 

(ii) Who is being praised here? 
Ans. Patol Babu’s performance is being praised here.  

(iii) What has he done for which he is being praised?  

Ans. He has played his minor role with perfect timing and has given a wonderful performance.  

 

2. “He had done his job really well. All these years of struggle hadn’t blunted his sensibility. GogonPakrashi 

would have been pleased with his performance.”  

 

(i) Who is ‘he’ and which job has he performed well?  

Ans. Patol Babu performed his role of absent minded pedestrian well. 

(ii) Who is Gogon Pakrashi? 

Ans. He is Patol Babu’s mentor or guru.  

(iii) What do you mean by the phrase ‘blunted his sensibility’.  

Ans. Here it means ‘reduced his acting talent’.  
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3. Naresh Dun cast an appraising look at Patol Babu and gave a nod. ‘Oh yes’, he said. There is no doubt that. 

By the way, the shooting takes place tomorrow morning.  

 

(i) Who is Naresh Babu? 

Ans. Naresh Babu is a member of a film production team.  

(ii) For what did he give a nod? What do you mean by appraising look?  

Ans. He gave a nod for he found him suitable for a role in his film. Appraising look means to consider 

somebody or something and form an opinion about that person or thing.  

(iii) Where did the shooting take place?  

Ans.The shooting took place near Faraday House.  

 

Short Answer Questions 

 

1. Describe the past of Patol Babu as an actor. 

Ans: Patol Babu had a real passion for acting in his past. He was always in demand in Jatras, in amateur 

theatricals, in plays put up by the club in his neighbourhood. There was a time when people bought tickets to 

see him. 

 

2. How did PatolBabu disclose his pleasure for the film role before his wife? 

Patolbabu disclosed his pleasure for the film role before his wife in talking about his past. He told her that his 

first role on the stage had been of a dead soldier. It was appreciated by all. The chairman of the municipality 

then gave him a silver medal. God willing he would rise to fame again after this role. 

 

3. What idea did PatolBabu have while rehearsing? Did the director approve of the idea?  

Ans. Idea was that if he had newspaper in his hand the scene would look more authentic. Director approved of 

the idea and asked a bystander to give him the newspaper.  

 

4. Describe the scene at Faraday House as Patol Babu saw it. 

Ans When Patol Babu walked to Faraday House, he saw a big crowd outside the building. There was a bus 

which carried equipment on its roof. On the edge of the pavement there was an instrument on three legs around 

which there was a group of busy people. There were some non-Bengalis in the crowd. 
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Long Answer Questions  

 

1. Patol Babu’s wife decides to write a letter to her friend giving vent to her feelings about the performance of 

her husband and what she feels about it. Imagine yourself as the wife and write the letter.  

 

Ans. Park Street Calcutta 

 May 22,2017 

 Dear Madhabi 

How are you? Our correspondence is long overdue now.  

Today something happened and I feel like sharing it with you. You know things at home were not going 

smoothly, as my husband is not having any stable job since he left the job at Calcutta. 

 He tried his hand at so many different things but to no avail. Recently, he got an offer to act in a film. Once 

upon a time, he used to act on the stage and was very popular. So, he was quite excited. When he came back, he 

narrated the whole episode to me how he made that small insignificant role, a memorable one and made his 

presence felt during the shot.  

I am very proud of him, though outwardly, I keep chiding him. But one thing, I keep asking myself, whether 

money is important or not. How to run the household without any regular income. He came home without any 

money. Better luck next time! Write soon. 

Yours affectionately  

Tapeshwari  

 

 

 

THE DEAR DEPARTED    

 

A)  REFERENCE TO CONTEXT:  

1. “Are we pinching it before Aunt Elizabeth comes?" 

a. What does 'it' refer to here? 

‘ It’ refers to the bureau. 
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b.   How does Vicky conclude that her parents are 'pinching it'? 

Vicky discovers that her parents have shifted the bureau downstairs before the Jordans arrive. This gives her 

a signal that her parents wanted to avoid the situation when Mrs. Jordan may make claim for it. 

 

c. Mention the two reasons that Mrs. Slater gives for her action. 

 She says that Mrs. Jordan is an expert in bargaining. She also says that it was gifted to her by grandfather. 

 

d.   What does it reveal about the difference between the attitude of the elders and that of Vicky? 

      The elders are greedy while Vicky is not. 

2.  "I don't call that delicate, stepping into a dead man's shoes in such haste." 

a. Who makes this comment? 

 Mrs. Jordan 

 

b. What prompts the speaker to say this? 

 The fact that Henry was wearing grandfather’s slippers. 

 

c. Bring out the significance of this statement. 

 Stepping into someone’s shoes is used in proverbial sense. It means taking all the 

responsibilities with equal aplomb as the predecessor. But filling someone else’s shoes 

takes its own sweet time. It can never be done in haste. 

 

3. "Now, Amelia, you mustn't give way. We've all got to die some time or other. It might have been 

worse." 

a. Who is the speaker of these lines? 

     Ben 

 

b. What prompts the speaker to say these words? 

    When Mrs. Slater is trying to share the news of demise of the old man. 

 

c. What does he mean when he says 'It might have been worse'? 

     He means that it could be Mrs. Slater who could have died or any other person instead of 

the old man. 

 

d. What does it reveal about the speaker's character? 

The jovial way in which Ben is saying this shows that he has a good sense of humor. He 

can lighten the moods with his jovial nature. 

4.   Of course I did. Do you take me for a fool? I sent Henry at once for Dr. Pringle but he was out.” “You 

should have gone for another. Eh, Eliza?” “Oh, yes. It’s a fatal mistake.” 

“Pringle attended him when he was alive and Pringle shall attend him when he’s dead. That’s 

professional etiquette.” 

1. What was Dr. Pringle sent for? 

 Dr. Pringle was Mr. Abel’s personal doctor. When Mr. Abel was found ‘dead, Dr. Pringle was  sent for to 

confirm his death rather than checking if the old man had any life left in the body. 
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2. What is referred to as the fatal mistake? Why does Elizabeth call it a fatal mistake?  

The Slaters’ dereliction of not getting another doctor for Mr. Abel is said to be a fatal mistake. Elizabeth 

was always bent to blame the Slaters for every possible reason. She said that there were cases of people 

declared dead coming back to life if doctors were called for in time. 

3. Do you think it was a fatal mistake? Support your answer. 

It was of course, more than a fatal mistake, a criminal offence. Not getting a doctor when an aged man is 

suspected to be dead is close to murdering him because there are chances that the man were not dead – it 

could be a stroke, a state of coma or he is slowly dying. If a doctor is unavailable, there are other doctors; 

if a doctor cannot be called for, there are ambulances. 

4. How does Amelia justify her not calling another doctor? 

Amelia gave a very lame justification. She believed that only Dr. Pringle could be called for because Dr. 

Pringle happened to be Mr. Abel’s doctor when the deceased was alive. 

5.   Don’t talk so silly, Elizabeth. What good could a doctor have done? 

Look at the many cases of persons being restored to life hours after they were thought to be ‘gone’. 

That’s when they’ve been drowned. Your father wasn’t drowned, Elizabeth. 

(Humorously) There wasn’t much fear of that. If there was one thing he couldn’t bear, it was water. 

(He laughs, but no else does.) 

1. What was the point of Elizabeth’s clinging to the importance of getting another doctor for Mr. Abel 

when he was found dead? 

Elizabeth was not concerned with her father’s not getting a medical aid in time. Her only point was to 

establish that the Slaters had not been kind enough to call a doctor for her dear father. By blaming the 

Slaters from all sides, she could then lay her hands on the bigger portion of her father’s property. 

 

2. Why does Ben burst into laughter? 

Mr. Ben Jordan was a blunt man. He never thinks before uttering a word. He was not at 

times able to hold his tongue and he spoke remarkably foolish and imprudent things. 

 6. He always was thoughtful in that way. He was too honourable to have ‘gone’ without paying his 

premium. Well, he must have gone round to the ‘Ring-o’-Bells’ afterwards, for he came in as merry as 

a sand boy. I says, ‘We’re only waiting for Henry to start dinner’. ‘Dinner’, he says ‘I don’t want no 

dinner. I’m going to bed!’ 

1. Why does Elizabeth say that Mr. Abel had never failed to pay his insurance dues? 

By stating so, Elizabeth was claiming that Mr. Abel’s insurance dues had been timely paid when he was 

with her three years ago. 

2. Why does Amelia suppose that Mr. Abel had been to ‘Ring O Bells’? 

Amelia supposes that her father had been to Ring-O-Bells because as usual he returned merrily from the 

restaurant. 

7.  “What’s the matter with little Vicky? Hello! What brings you here? How’s yourself, Ben?” 

(Abel thrusts his hand at Ben, who skips back smartly and retreats to a safe distance below the sofa.) 

1. What surprises awaited Abel Merry Weather when he came from the world of the ‘dead?’ 

When Mr. Abel Merry Weather came down from his room after a deep, fatigued sleep, he was greeted 

by frightened daughters and their families. He also found all of them in mourning dresses and looking at 

him as if they had seen a ghost. Moreover, their look revealed that they had least expected him alive.  
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2. How did Ben react when Mr. Abel offered him his hand for a shake? Why did he do so? 

Ben felt as if he was offered a hand by a ghost. Fear stricken, he withdrew, declining Mr. Abel’s 

friendliness. 

3. What makes this scene the most dreadful and painful for the others? 

This is the most painful scene because Mr. Abel’s return and the realization that he hadn’t been dead 

was the most painful for his daughters and their husbands. It was dreadful because they felt like seeing a 

real ghost in front of them. 

 8. “I may be wrong, but I don’t think father will fancy living on with you after what’s happened today.”  

“So you’d like to have me again, Lizzie?” “You know we’re ready for you to make your home with 

us for as long you please.” 

1. What does Mrs. Jordan mean by ‘what has happened today?’ What was her intention behind mentioning 

it at this time? 

By “what has happened today,” Mrs. Jordan reminds her father, Amelia’s and Henry’s brutal hospitality 

to him and their hasty theft of his property. By mentioning it at this time, she intended to make their 

father think ill of Amelia and to take him to their home and to inherit his property wholly. 

2. Do you think Mr. Abel was seriously thinking of going to stay with the Jordans? Give any reason. 

Most probably, no. As he made all the plans to marry and settle down, as he had experienced the cruel 

hospitality of his daughters, Mr. Abel would never think of living with them any more. 

  B)  SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS:  

1. How does Mrs. Slater plan to outshine the Jordans? What does it reveal about her 

character? 
Answer: Mrs. Slater wants to dress properly for the occasion of mourning. Although they do 

not have new clothes but she wants that everyone in the family should be dressed better than the 

Jordans. This shows that Mrs. Slater is fond of pomp and show. 

2. Why does Mrs. Slater decide to shift the bureau from grandfather's room before the 

arrival of the Jordans? How does Henry react to the suggestion? 
 

Answer: Mrs. Slater is overawed by the bargaining skills of Mrs. Jordan. She fears that Mrs. 

Jordan would try to grab everything. So she wants to shift the bureau before the Jordans arrive 

so that they may get the impression that the bureau was bought by the Slaters. Henry thinks it 

too mean to do that. He suggests to wait for the Jordans before deciding on equitable 

distribution of the inheritance. 

3. What is the reason for the Jordans taking a long time to get to the house of the Slaters? 

What does it show about the two sisters' attitude towards each other? 

 

Answer: As Mrs. Jordan says, they took their own time to get the best dresses for the occasion 

of mourning. It took a long time for them to decide on the fine costume. This shows that both 

the sisters try to outdo each other in terms of pomp and show. 

4. What does Mrs. Jordan describe as 'a fatal mistake'? What is the irony in the comment 

she makes on Mrs. Slater's defense? 

 

Answer: When Mrs. Jordan discovers that no doctor was called to check on the old man, she 
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terms it as a fatal mistake. After hearing the defense put forward by Mrs. Slater she talks about 

many cases in which a dead man has been brought back to life. The irony in her comment 

comes from the word ‘gone’ which has been used with extra stress. She probably uses this word 

sarcastically rather than with any sense of grief. 

5.   What is the most surprising announcement made by Mr. Abel in the end? How does it affect the 

other characters?  

 Answer: Abel makes a very dramatic announcement in the end that he is going to marry Mrs. 

Shorrocks who keeps the ‘Ring-O-Bells’. Moreover he is going to take away his things and leave 

nothing for his daughters. 

C)  LONG ANSWER QUESTIONS: 

1.   Discuss the significance of the title of the play. Bring out the irony inherent in it?  

Or 

      In what way is the play satirical? Comment on the nature of its characters.  

      The title is very appropriate and packed with great irony and wit that makes a farce of all relationships that 

are most intense and pious. Children like the Slaters and the Jordans are a blot on humanity and on the 

bonds of love and affection. Both Amelia and her sister consider their father Abel Merryweather a burden 

and his death is no loss to them. The father is taken lightly. 

      Immediately after Abel’s supposed death, the elder daughter pinches his slippers, clock and his bureau. For 

both the daughters, father’s death is a kind of competition to outshine each other. There is no mourning in 

their hearts, but both the daughters vie with each other to wear the best mourning dress. Mrs Jordan wants to 

have her tea and snacks rather than looking at her dead  

      father. Accusations are hurled at each other, death announcement is planned but no one spares a thought for 

the father. An obituary should reflect their feelings, that are non-existent. It is only the grand daughter 

Victoria, who is a sole witness to this game of pinching things and benefits. In a lighter tone, Abel 

Merryweather had sensed the mercenary nature of his daughter so he outwits them in their planning. He 

finds a widow to    marry who would look after him better. The lesson ends on a humorous note but outlines 

a very tragic and pathetic concern – care of the elderly that is a glaring and ugly reality of today’s world. 

2.  How does the author bring out the modern world’s insensitivity to the old and dying? 

The play moves around an old man, Mr. Abel and his greedy daughters for whom nothing like he was dear 

but his property, his assets and his wealth. They pretended to be loving and being concerned for him for his 

wealth. Though Mr. Abel was not a wealthy man, yet he had those things for which his daughters could die 

and kill. The play satirizes modern instances of children pretending to be taking care of their parents. As long 

as there are parents, they die with something that they had earned in life and sons and daughters eager to get 

possession of it. The cruel aspect is that heirs wait for their parents to die as early as possible and blame it on 

the parents’ acute illness and a dozen others. Heirs, who live with their ageing parents are the ones who 

pretend the most. To be the worthy heirs and to escape the brothers and sisters who wait to find fault, they do 

a lot of showy concern for their parents and this adversely affect the aged ones. Both the Slaters and the 

Jordans did their parts so well that they were two devils in the disguise of ideal daughters. Apart from hating 
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each other, they proved that they hated their father. Mr. Abel was a burden for them. Had it not been for his 

property and other assets, they would have thrown him into the streets years ago. 

 
The story of my life (Ch-1 -14) 
 

 
Q1.Write a character sketch of Helen Keller. 
 

Ans. Helen Keller was born on June 27, 1880 in Tuscumbia in Alabama She belonged to a family with long, 

chequered history. She was a lively, curious and assertive child. She felt at ease in the rose-bower of her house. 

Unfortunately, an illness rendered her blind and deaf when she was nineteen months old. But that did not 

diminish her zest for life. She evolved her own signs to communicate with others. She learnt many small things 

like folding and putting away the clean clothes coming from the laundry, greeting the guests, playing with 

Martha, a little coloured girl, and he r pet dog Belle. When Miss Sullivan came to her life, everything changed 

for her. She was amazingly quick to follow whatever she taught her. She learnt individual words, and sentences, 

and learnt to read. Through Miss Sullivan she developed love for nature. She began to love every object and 

creature in the world of nature. She had natural love and affection for her parents and the highest of regard s for 

her teacher and lifelong companion Miss Sullivan. In spite of disabilities, Helen Keller never showed timidity. 

She was a daring and adventurous girl. She was gifted with exceptional sense of small and touch. Whatever 

Helen learnt was through her exceptional sense of touch. She had ability to cope up with her disabilities and to 

live an active life.  

 

Q2. How did Helen respond to the entire controversy? What did it help her realise? Do you think she was 

guilty of plagiarism as charged?  
Ans. Helen weathered her first public controversy at the age of 12, in the winter of 1892. After learning to speak 

Helen wrote a short story “The Frost King”. She felt a sense of joy in the composition. She related the story to 

her teacher, Mr. Anagnos. She sent the story to Mr. Anagnos and he published it in one of the Perkins 

Institution reports. Helen was very happy. But her happiness didn’t last for long. It was discovered that a story 

similar to “The Frost King” called “The Frost Fairies” by Miss Margaret T. Canby had appeared in a book 

called, Birdie and His Friends. The two stories were similar in content and it was presumed that Miss Canby’s 

story had been read to Helen and that her story was - plagiarism. Helen was astonished and grieved. She was 

questioned and cross-questioned by a court of investigation. Although Mr. Anagnos believed her at first, he was 

eventually convinced that Helen had deceived him and their friendship came to an end. When Helen realised 

that she had inadvertently plagiarized the story, she was deeply regretful. Earlier also Helen persisted on 

confusing the words mug and water. Miss Sullivan renewed her effort to make her distinguish between the 

words. Helen became impatient. She seized the new doll and dashed it up on the floor. After doing this, she felt 

delighted. The cause of her impatience was in fragments and she was happy to inflict injury on her enemy. 

Neither sorrow nor regret followed her passionate outburst.  

 

 

Q3.Helen learnt a new lesson that “Nature wages open war against her children and under softest touch 

hides treacherous claws”. How did Hel en learn that lesson?  
Ans. Benevolent aspect of nature thrilled her, but soon she learnt that nature could be ferocious also. Once she 

and her teacher were returning from a walk. The weather grew warm and humid. They stood under the cool 

shad e of a tree. With her teacher’s help Helen sat amidst the branches. Miss Sullivan went to fetch lunch and 

Helen was all alone. Suddenly, weather changed and a thunderstorm was imminent. Helen felt paralyzed and 

frightened and she wanted to get down from the tree. She clung to the branch with all her might as the tree 
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swayed and strained. The branches lashed about her. She felt as if she would fall and at that very moment Miss 

Sullivan came and helped her down. Helen had learnt a new lesson that “Nature wages open war against her 

children and under softest touch hides treacherous claws”. She learnt a great lesson that life is not always 

pleasant and o ne should be prepared for the risks and stakes also.  

 

Q4.Why was learning speech an extremely challenging task for Helen? What motivated her to persevere 

in spite of repeated failures?  
Ans. Learning speech was an extremely challenging task f or Helen because she could not hear. Helen had 

always been capable of making noise s and would often do so. She recounts that she had been learning to talk 

before her illness but couldn’t do so as a result of her loss of hearing. The only word she could recall was 

‘water’ which she pronounced as “wa - wa”. She wanted to learn to speak the way hearing people do. Her 

thoughts beat up like birds against the wind. She moved her lips but nothing tangible happened. Even her 

friends discouraged her, but she did not lose heart. The story of Ragnhild Kaata motivated her to persevere in 

spite of repeated failures. Helen learned about Ragnhild Kaata, a deaf and blind girl in Norway, who had 

learned to talk. Miss Fuller offered to be Helen’s teacher. Helen’s strong determination and hard work overcame 

all the hurdle s and she achieved what she wanted. She learnt to speak because of her, her teachers - Miss 

Sullivan and Miss Fuller’s - hard work.  

 

Q5. What makes Helen jealous of the newly born baby? Explain her reaction to see the newly born baby 

in her house.  
Ans. Like any other child, Helen was possessive and mood y. The advent of Helen’s younger sister Mildred 

divided the attention of her mother. She could not tolerate her mother’s indulgence towards her little sister. Her 

little sister sat in her mother’s lap constantly, where Helen used to sit. Raw and innocent heart of Helen could 

not tolerate it. She held Mildred responsible for this division of love, care and attention. This made her agitated 

and angry. Helen used to put her doll, Nancy in a cradle to sleep. Once she found Mildred sleeping in the cradle 

of her doll, this made her furious. Out of anger and pent up emotions, she overturned the cradle. Mildred was 

about to fall down on the floor when her mother caught her and saved her from being seriously injured. The 

reaction on the part of Helen is natural. Later on, she realised her mistake and with the passage of time she 

became friendly with her si ster.  

 

 

Q6.How did Helen learn to read? Describe Helen’s long process of learning?  

Ans. Learning to read was an important step in Helen’s education. Miss Sullivan gave her slips of cardboard on 

which were printed words in raised letters. Helen soon learnt that each printed word stood for an object, an act 

or a quality. She took slips of paper which represented, for example, “doll”, “is”, “on”, “bed” and placed each 

name on its object. She put her doll on the bed with the words, ‘is, on, bed’ arranged beside the doll, thus 

making a sentence of the words. One day she pinned the word “girl” on her pinnafore and stood in the 

wardrobe. On the she lf she arranged the words “is in, wardrobe”. This game delighted her. Miss Sullivan a nd 

Helen played it for hours at a time. From the printed slip Helen moved to the printed book. She took her 

“Reader for Beginners” and hunted for the words she knew. When she found them her joy knew no bound. 

Thus, she began to read. Helen’s education is a long process. At first Helen learnt to name every object she 

touched. At first she made little inquiry about a new thing learnt. As her knowledge of things grew, she would 

return again and again to the same subject to gather further information. Sometimes, a new word revived an 

image that some earlier experience had engraved on her mind. Once she brought some flowers for her teacher. 

Miss Sullivan spelled into her hand, “I love Helen.” Helen asked “what is love?” For a long time she failed to 

understand what love really was. One day she was making many mistakes in stringing beads of different sizes in 

symmetrical groups. For an instant she tried to think how she should have arranged the beads. Miss Sullivan 

touched her forehead and spelled, “Think”. In a flash she learnt that the word was the name of thing that was 

going on in her head. Thus, she learnt about an abstract idea. Thus, her education, a long process, continued.  
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Q7.In The Story of My Life, the arrival of Annie Sullivan coincided with the coming of spring. What 

symbolic significance does it hold? 

The Story of My Life is Helen Keller's autobiographical account of her early life, particularly after she was left 

blind and deaf following an illness when she was a baby. The story traces Helen's life up to her college days and 

is intended to be a form of inspiration for others who face great adversity and may otherwise be tempted to give 

up trying. The arrival of Annie Sullivan who is to be Helen's teacher marks the start of Helen's incredible 

journey towards effective communication in a world where otherwise every day is "silent (and) aimless" 

(chapter 2). However, the story is not structured that way and it is coincidental that Annie's arrival corresponds 

with the beginning of Spring.  

The family is referred to Dr. Alexander Graham Bell and he connects the family with The Perkins' Institute for 

the Blind. Annie Sullivan, herself only partially sighted, and a former pupil of the institute, will becomes 

Helen's teacher and it is the summer of 1886 when the family received the news that a teacher will indeed be 

available for Helen. However, it is only the following March (1887) when Miss Sullivan finally arrives and 

Helen calls it "the most important day ... in all my life" (chapter 3).  

Spring is the time of anticipation, new life and new opportunities and it is seen as being symbolic of hope and a 

sense of optimism which this family certainly has. It certainly does present as such for Helen who escapes the 

"barren places' that otherwise plague her existence. Annie Sullivan herself is the symbol of hope for Helen and 

her arrival, during any season would have been equally significant.  

Q8. Who was Anne Sullivan in "The Story of My Life"? 

In Helen Keller’s book, The Story of My Life, Anne Sullivan is the woman who overcame her own visual 

deficiencies to become the teacher, confidant, and dear friend to Helen Keller. As a poor, young girl, Anne 

Sullivan suffered an eye infection that affected her sight. She was cared for at the Perkins School for the Blind, 

in Boston, MA. After a series of operations restored much of her sight, she excelled in her studies and became a 

teacher of blind students. She used a manual alphabet to make associations between items, and the words that 

named them. 

After her graduation, she traveled to Alabama where she became the private teacher of Helen Keller. Although, 

at seven years old, Helen could be a difficult student, Anne Sullivan persevered using the manual alphabet to 

teach Helen words for simple objects. As Helen’s need for knowledge grew, Anne devised implements to aid 

her student in writing and speech. Helen became an ardent learner and with Anne Sullivan’s guidance, she went 

on to graduate from Radcliffe College, and to write The Story of My Life. Sullivan endured a failed marriage. 
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The Rime of the Ancient Mariner 

 

1. The ship was cheered, the harbour cleared  

Merrily did we drop 

Below the kirk, below the hill  

Below the light-house top. 

 

(a) On what note does the journey begin?  

Ans : The journey begins with optimism and cheering. 

(b) What sights were seen on the way?  

Ans : They saw a hill, a lighthouse when the ship cleared from the harbour.  

(c) Discuss the use of ‘kirk’. What effect does it create? 

Ans : It is an archaic word for ‘church’. It gives the poem the flavour of a traditional ballad.  

 

 

2. And now the storm-blast came, and he 

      was tyrannous and strong 

      He struck with his O’ertaking wings 

      And chased us south along. 

 

(a)  Name the poetic device in line 1. 

Ans. The poetic device used is personification. The storm blast has been personified. It  

has been given the qualities of being cruel/harsh and strong. 

(b)    Explain ‘O’ertaking wings’. 

Ans The storm has been personified as a huge bird and the enormous waves of the  

ocean during the storm have been compared to its ‘O’ertaking  wings.    

(c)    What effect did it have on the ship? 

Ans. The ship was pushed in the southward direction. 

 

3. With sloping masts and dipping prow’ 

    As who pursued with yell and blow 

   Still treads the shadow of his foe, 

   And forwards bends the head, 

   The ship drove fast, loud roared the blast, 

   Southwards aye we fled. 

 

(a)  What is the storm described as? What is the ship personified as? 

Ans. The storm is described as an enemy who is very powerful. The ship is personified as a man running away 

from his enemy who is pursuing him. 

(b)  Explain: ‘Still treads the shadow of his foe’ 

Ans. Walks in the shadow of his enemy and cannot get away from him. The ship was in the shadow of the storm 

unable to get away from it. 

(c) Explain: ‘Dipping prow’. 

Ans. Prow is the front part of the ship . It was submerged in the water as the ship was bent forward. 
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Short Answer Questions 

 

1. How does the Mariner stop ‘one of three’?  

Ans. – The mariner sees three guests going to a wedding and stops one. He holds one of them with his hand. 

The wedding guest resents this intrusion but he is transfixed by the Ancient Mariner’s ‘glittering eye’ and 

powerless to resist, he sits on a stone like a three year child, and listens to the story and gets involved with story. 

He asks the mariner this question-‘God save thee, ancient Mariner! … Why look’st thou so?’ 

  

2. What was the terrible deed done by the old Mariner? Why was it terrible?  

Ans. Killing of the albatross was the terrible deed; because it was an auspicious and innocent bird, which had 

brought a favourable south wind for the mariners. 

 

3. How do we know that the albatross was not afraid of the humans? Why did the sailors hail it in God’s 

name?  

Ans. – It was with great relief that the crew eventually greeted the sight of an albatross, a huge seabird, flying 

through the fog toward them. The bird soon became a familiar sight and came to the sailors call. The sailors 

revered it as a sign of good luck, as though it was sent by God to save them.  

 

4.Why do the mariners change their minds about the value of the birds? 

Ans.The albatross represents goodness and acts as a savior to the ship’s crew as it bring the south wind which 

guides the ship out of the polar region. The crew is initially outraged at the death of the bird of good omen. But 

after its death the fog and mist dissipate and the crew deem the act as the right thing to do – “such birds to 

slay/That bring the fog and mist.” 

The shipmates are glad at the disappearance of the fog and mist, thinking the bird bought the dense fog and 

mist. 

 

Long Answer Question 

 

1.Whom did the mariners hold responsible for their misery? Was it correct to do so?  

 

Ans : When the ancient mariner kills the albatross, the sailors are frightened that great evil will befall them. 

Killing a bird who brought the south wind and was great company, hurts the sailors very badly. But when no 

punishment follows the sin, the weather improves and the ship makes great advancement, the sailors change their 

opinion. But soon punishment follows, nemesis strikes them. The ship gets stuck in the silent sea and cannot 

move at all for days altogether. Then they undergo spells of thirst and parched throats. They are plagued by the 

polar spirit for killing the albatross. So they blame the mariner because it is their nature. They are too fickle-

minded and have ‘herd-mentality’. 

      

    SNAKE  

Reference to context: 

 

1. 
‘He reached down from a fissure in the earth-wall in the gloom 

And trailed his yellow-brown slackness soft-bellied down, over the stone trough 
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And rested is throat upon the stone bottom, 

And where the water had dripped from the top, in a small clearness, 

He sipped with his straight mouth, 

Softly drank through his straight gums, into his slack long body, silently, 

Someone was before me at my water-trough 

And I like a second corner, waiting.’ 

 

Questions: 

 

a]  Where had the snake come from ? 

A. The snake had come from a fissure in the earth-wall 

b] ‘Some one’ in the above lines refers to ….. 

A. Here some one refers to the snake who was ahead of the poet at the water-trough 

c]  Why did ‘he’ come out from the fissure ? 

A.  He had come out as it was a hot day in Sicily and wanted to drink water. 

d]  What literary device is used in the above context ? 

A.  Alliteration 

e]  How did ‘he’ drink water at the water-trough ? 

A. The snake sipped with his straight mouth and softly drank through his straight gums, into his  

     slack long body. 

 

2. 
‘The voice of my education said to me 

He must be killed, 

For in Sicily the black, black snakes are innocent, the gold are venomous 

And voices in me said, if you were a man, 

You would take a stick and break him now, and finish him off 

But must I confess how I liked him, 

How glad I was he had come like a guest in quiet, to drink at any water-torough 

And depart peaceful, pacified, and thankless, 

Into the burning bowels of this earth?’ 

 

Questions: 

 

a]  What does the poet mean by ‘the voice of my education’ ? 

A. The poet means the attitudes and ideals taught to him by modern education. 

b]  What does the poet confess ? 

A. The poet confesses that he liked the snake and was glad that he had come there as his guest. 

c]  What is the belief in Sicily about snakes ? 

A.  It is believed that the black snakes are harmless but the yellow brown snakes are very  

      poisonous. 

d]   How would the snake depart after drinking water ? 

A.  It would depart peacefully, contented and thankless into the hole made in the earth wall. 

e]   What, according to the voice of education, should the poet action be ? 

A.  The poet should take a stick and kill the snake.  

 

3.      
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‘And I thought of the albatross, 

And I wished he would come back, my snake 

 For he seemed to me again like a king, 

 Now due to be crowned again. 

 And so I missed my chance with one of the lords of life 

 I have something to expiate. 

 A pettiness!’ 

 

Questions: 

 

a]   Why does the poet refer to the albatross ? 

A.   The albatross had brought a lot of ill luck to the sailors in the poem, ‘the Rime of the 

       Ancient Mariner’ and did not want the same to happen to him. 

b]    What did the poet wish? Why? 

A.   He wished that the snake would come back for it seemed like a king to be honoured. 

c]    What does the snake seem to the poet? 

A.   The snake seems to be a king in exile, now due to be crowned again and one of the lords of  

        life . 

d]    Why is the snake described so ? 

A.   The snake is so described because it has been forced to seek shelter underground for fear of  

        man.   

e]    What has the poet to make amends for ? 

A.   The poet has to make amends for his mean and vulgar actions of throwing a stick at the  

       snake in order to harm it. 

 

Short Answers: 

 

a]    Why had the poet decided to wait at the water-trough ? 

A.   The poet had decided to wait because the snake had come before him.  It should that the poet  

        loved animals and had a carrying attitude to await his turn and allow the snake to quench its  

        thirst. 

 

b]    What is the difference between the snakes movement at the beginning and later when the  

       poet strikes it with a log of wood? 

A.  In the beginning of the poem, the snakes movement is slow as it trailed its yellow-brown  

     slackness, soft-bellied down over the edge of the stone trough.  He rested his throat there and  

       drank water peacefully.  But, when the poet struck it with a log of wood, the snake  

        convulsed in undignified haste, writhed like lightening and disappeared.   

 

c]    Why does the poet experience conflicting emotions on seeing the snake? 

A.   It was a hot summer day and when the poet went to fill his pitcher at the water-trough, he  

       saw a snake drinking water there.  He had conflicting emotions as the voice of his education  

       told him that it was dangerous and he had to kill it.  But on the other hand he liked the snake  

       and was glad that it had come to his water-trough and admired it and treated it like is guest.   

       The voice of education taunted him that he was a coward and had not courage to kill it,  

       which made him throw a log of wood at it.  He hated himself and the voice of his education  

      and regretted his action.  He was afraid of its result. 

 

d]   ‘I have something to expiate’.  Explain 
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A.    Expiate means to make amends.  The poet has to make amends for his petty, vulgar and 

        mean act of hitting the snake.  He wished that the snake would come back because it  

        seemed to him like a king in exile, now to be crowned again.  He cursed himself for having  

        missed a chance with one of the lords of life.  He felt that he must do some penance as he  

        was afraid of the consequences. 

 

Long Answer: 

 

a]    What kind of a snake had come to the poet’s water-trough ? Why had it come there? What  

       made the poet question himself? 

A.   On a hot summer day in Sicily, a  yellow-brown snake had come from the dark insides of the  

       earth to quench its thirst at the water-trough, in the deep-scented shade of a carob tree.  It  

       pulled its long loose soft bellied body over the edge of the water-trough and rested its throat  

       and sipped water softly and silently, lifting its head from drinking like the cattle do and look  

       vaguely at the poet. It flickered its two-forked tongue and mused in the air.  The poet  

       admired the snake but, the yellow-brown snake were regarded as poisonous in Sicily. The  

       poet just stood there and awaited his turn as he admired it. He wondered if it was cowardice  

       that he dared not kill it or if it was his foolishness that he wanted to talk to it or if it was  

       modesty to feel honoured that it had chosen to drink at his water -trough. The voice of his  

       education taunted him and made him feel that he was a coward as such snakes are poisonous  

       and must be killed. 

 

 

Virtually True  

 

Reference to Context : 

 

1. 

‘He wasn’t like the other character in the saloon.  For a start he was about my age,  and though     he looked like 

a computer image, he somehow didn’t move like one. ‘  

 

Questions 

a]    Who is the speaker in the above lines 

A.    The speaker here is Michael  

b]    Which game was he playing ? Who does he refer to? 

A.    He was playing the first game, Wild West.  He refers to the second Sheriff, Sebastian. 

c]    How was he different from the other characters in the Saloon? 

A.    He was about Michael’s age and though he looked like a computer image, he didn’t move like one. 

d]    What happened as Michael launched himself into the first game? 

A.    Michael found himself really in the game, striding down the dusty track through the centre of the 

        town. There was a Sheriff’s batch pinned to his shirt. 

e]    Why did he feel that the game was now complicated? 

A.    When the second sheriff appeared through the back door, shouting and waving his arms about, he    

        felt that the game was more complicated.   

 

2]     

“Come on !” I yelled.  But Sebastian was sitting as if his body had been turned to stone. 
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   Questions : 

 

a]    Who is ‘I’ in the first sentence? Where was he at the time? 

A.    I, in the first sentence was Michael.  He was in the helicopter.   

b]    Whom was he calling?  What had happened to him? 

A.    He was calling Sebastian to come to the helicopter but, he was sitting in the Jeep as if his body had  

        been turned  to stone. 

c]   What happened just after that? 

A.    Just after that, the tank crashed into the jeep and Sebastian was thrown into the air, tumbling round   

       and round.  He ultimately landed with a thud just below the hatch.  Michael then pulled him up into  

       the helicopter.  Sebastian Shultz had been rescued.   

d]    Which game has Sebastian been rescued? 

A.    Sebastian had been rescued in the last game War Zone. 

e]    What does Michael feel about the game? 

A.    He felt that he had hit the jackpot scoring 40,000,000.  It now occurred to him that Sebastian Shultz   

       was the game.   

 

 

3] 

 

‘I shook my head.  A real message from the real Sebastian Shultz.  We both knew that by reliving the accident, 

something wonderful had happened.  But then again now that there are two advanced intelligences on earth, 

who can say what is and what isn’t possible. ‘ 

 

 Questions 

 

a]    Why did ‘I’ shake his head ? 

A.    I, the narrator shook his head when he read Sebastian Shultz’s message to him thanking him     

        for saving his life. 

b]    What had Sebastian asked him to do? 

A.    Sebastian had asked him to keep the games as he had earned them and said that they should 

        meet up soon. 

 c]    What is meant by ‘two advance intelligences’? 

 

A.   Two advanced intelligences here means that one is the human intelligence of cracking the  

       video games and two is the virtual truth (artificial intelligence) as given in the computer  

       games. 

d]    How did Michael receive the message from Sebastian? 

A.    He received the message through e-mail. 

e]    What had this last game resulted in? 

A.    It had resulted in the victim’s recovery from coma. 
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Short Answers: 

 

a]    What according to the newspaper had happened to Sebastian Shultz ? 

 

A.    The headlines of the newspaper said that Sebastian Shultz, a 14 year-old school boy from South London, 

awoke yesterday from a coma that doctors feared might last for ever.  He was badly injured in a motorway 

accident six weeks ago.  His condition was described as critical but stable.  Despite doctors’ hopes, he did not 

regain consciousness.  His parents were informed that their son was in coma.  Mrs. Shultz said they needed a 

miracle. 

 

b]    What was Michael’s theory about how Sebastian had entered the games ? 

 

A.    When the accident occurred, Sebastian was using his laptop to play one of the same psycho-drive games 

that Michael had got.  Sebastian was plugged into the computer when he banged his head in the accident.  The 

computer saved his memory in its own.  Then the weird versions of the games Michael had been drawn into 

were attempts to retrieve that memory.  In this way Sebastian had entered the games.  And actually the 

computer games Michael and his father had bought at the computer fair belonged to Sebastian and were stolen 

from the hospital. 

 

C]     What help did Sebastian Schultz ask Michael for? How did he convey his message? 

 

A.      Sebastian Schultz said that he was stuck. He asked Michael to retrieve him and to try Dragon Quest. He 

conveyed this message through the printer page on the top of which was his picture. 

 

d]    Narrate the accident that injured Sebastian Schultz. 

 

A.    Sebastian Schultz was badly injured in a motor way accident. He was playing  psycho-drive 

games on his laptop when the motorcar he was in ,met with an accident. He was critically injured and was 

brought to the hospital in a critical but stable condition. The doctors did their best but he didn’t regain 

consciousness and slipped into a coma. 

Long Answer : 

 

 The second attempt to rescue Sebastian Shultz  too was disastrous.  Give reasons. 

 

A.  Michael was asked to try Dragon Quest.  The aim was simple.  He had to rescue the fair princess Aurora 

from the wicked dragon and collect the wicked creature’s treasure along the way.  The princess had been 

imprisoned at the top of a tall tower.  Seeing Michael, she squealed to take her away from all that.  Behind 

him, he could hear the dragon roaring.  The princess said urgently to rescue her now.  It was Sebastian’s.  

He said to be quick.  And with a pair of scissors, he chopped off the princess’s two long plaits.  He tied them 

together, fixed one end round the bed post and threw the other end out of the window.  As he leapt for the 

widow and down the hair rope, he screamed to try now.  At that moment the dragon appeared.  He gasped 

and leapt.  As he lowered himself down, he felt the dragon’s fiery breath.  The evil dragon followed him 

closely.  Sebastian cried out that the dungeons were their only hope.  They went down the cold stone steps,  

swords drawn.  Suddenly the dragon appeared at the end of the corridor.  Before they had time to turn 

around, the dragon was upon them.  The dragon was interested only in Sebastian and there was nothing he 

could do to prevent it.  Though, he swung is sword at the dragon he could not save Sebastian.  Thus, the 

second attempt too was disastrous 
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JULIUS CAESAR 

By William Shakespeare 

 

1. Caesar shall forth; the things that threaten’d me 

Ne’er look’d on my back; when they shall see  

The face of Caesar, they are vanished 

 

a) Where is Caesar planning to go? 

b) What does Calpurnia ask Caesar? 

c) What are the ‘things’ that threaten him? 

d) How do these words foreshadow the later events? 

 

SUGGESTED ANSWERS: 

a) Caesar is planning to go to the senate house at the Capitol. 

b) Calpurnia asks Caesar not to move out his house that day. 

c) The things refer to unpleasant and unnatural happenings/Calpurnia’s dreams. 

d) Casca strikes Caesar at the back in the murder scene. 

 

2. Good countrymen, let me depart alone, 

And, for my sake, stay here with Antony. 

 

a) Identify the speaker of the above lines. 

b) When were the above lines spoken? 

c) Bring out the irony in the above statement? 

 

SUGGESTED ANSWERS: 

a) Marcus Brutus 

b) On Caesar’s funeral 

c) The irony is that Brutus is too simple to understand the intentions of Antony. Despite Cassius’ 

repeated denial, he allowed Antony to address the funeral procession of Caesar wherein Antony 

provoked the mob against the senators and Brutus. 

 

3. Let but the commons hear this testament- 

Which, pardon me, I do not mean to read- 

 

a) Name the speaker? 

b) Which testament is being spoken about? 

c) Why does he say ‘I do not mean to read’? 

d) What is the statement? 

 

SUGGESTED ANSWERS: 

a) Mark Antony. 

b) Caesar’s will is spoken about. 
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c) He said so to provoke the curiosity and greed of his audience. 

d) Caesar has left his legacy to the people of Rome. 

 

4. Cowards die many times before their deaths; 

The valiant never taste of death but once. 

 

a) Who speaks these lines and to whom? 

b) What is the occasion on which these words are spoken? 

c) What do the above lines mean? 

d) What is the speaker’s attitude towards death? 

 

SUGGESTED ANSWERS: 

a) Julius Caesar speaks these lines to his wife Calpurnia. 

b) Calpurnia has seen some horrible dream. There have been bad omens. There is prophecy of 

danger to Caesar’s life. So Calpurnia asks him not to move out. Then Caesar speaks these words. 

c) Cowards are so afraid of death that their very fear prevents them from living life to the fullest. 

The brave are not afraid of death as they know it is inevitable and thus do not fear it. 

d) Caesar is not afraid of death. He is brave and knows that death is the inevitable end of life. 

 

5. What can be avoided 

Whose end is purposed by the mighty Gods? 

Yet Caesar shall go forth; for these predictions 

Are to the world in general as to Caesar. 

 

a) Who speaks these lines to whom and when? 

b) How does the speaker react to the listener’s fears? 

c) What literary device has been used in these lines? 

d) What opinion do you form of the speaker? 

 

SUGGESTED ANSWERS: 

a) Julius Caesar speaks these words to his wife Calpurnia. Calpurnia expresses her fears about his 

safety because she has seen and heard about certain unnatural happenings. 

b) Like a fatalist Caesar says that it is not possible to avoid what has already been decreed by the 

all-powerful Gods. Then he takes a more logical view and says that these omens apply as much 

to the world in general and not especially for him. 

c) Rhetorical question has been used in these lines. 

d) The speaker seems to be overconfident that no harm can come to him. He believes in the 

inevitability of fate. He tries to rationalize. 

 

6. Our hearts you see not; they are pitiful; 

And pity to the general wrong of Rome – 

As fire drives out fire, so pity pity – 

Hath done this deed on Caesar. 
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a) Who speaks these lines to whom and when? 

b) What does the listener see and what he doesn’t? 

c) What according to the speaker is their motive to murder Caesar? 

d) What literary device does the speaker use to make his meaning clear? 

 

SUGGESTED ANSWERS: 

a) Brutus speaks these lines to Antony in the Senate after Caesar’s murder. 

b) Antony sees only what they have done with their blood stained hands. He doesn’t see their hearts 

full of pity. 

c) Their pity for the general feelings of Roman people led them to murder Caesar. 

d) He uses simile. He says that as one fire burns out another, their pity for Rome drove out their pit 

for Caesar and they have been incited to this act. 

 

7. Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your ears; 

I come to bury Caesar, not to praise him. 

The evil that men do lives after them; 

The good is oft interred with their bones. 

 

a) Who speaks these words and to whom? 

b) Where is the speaker then? 

c) What according to the speaker is his motive? 

d) What general observation regarding life does he make? 

 

SUGGESTED ANSWERS: 

a) Antony speaks these lines to the Roman mob after Caesar’s murder. 

b) He is in a pulpit where he has brought Caesar’s dead body for funeral. These are the opening 

lines of his famous funeral speech. 

c) He says that he has come there to bury dead Caesar and not to praise his great deeds. 

d) The bad deeds committed by persons are remembered long after they have died, but the good 

deeds men do are generally forgotten as soon as they die. 

 

8. O what a fall was there, my countrymen! 

Then I, and you, and all of us fell down, 

 

a) Which fall does the speaker refer to? 

b) Who are his countrymen? 

c) How does Antony prove that it was not an ordinary fall? 

d) What does the speaker say on seeing the reaction of the people? 

 

 

 

SUGGESTED ANSWERS: 
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a) Antony refers to the fall of Julius Caesar. 

b) He addresses the common people as his countrymen. 

c) Antony maintains that the fall of Caesar was not an ordinary fall. Caesar was head of the Roman 

state and a symbol of power. When he fell down and died, the romans also died a spiritual death. 

d) Antony finds them weeping at the sight of the cuts in his cloak. He says that they feel pity for 

Caesar’s sorrowful end. Their tears are fully justified. He now publicly calls the conspirators 

‘traitors’. 

 

SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS: 

1. What is the fate of Brutus and Cassius at the end? 

By his skillful oratory Antony has aroused the anger and hatred of the mob against Brutus, Cassius and 

other conspirators. The mob plans to torch their houses with the burning sticks of wood form Caesar’s 

pyre. Pursued by such a hostile, furious and blood thirsty mob, Brutus and Cassius have no option but to 

run away from Rome to save their lives. Their fate is sealed. 

 

2. The mob is fickle minded. Comment. 

The mob is not rational but impulsive and changeable and if enraged, it is a powerful source of 

mischief and danger. At first the mob supports Brutus but after hearing Antony, they get furious with 

the senators and indulge in plunder and killing. the mob is fickle minded, ignorant and emotional. 

 

3. How does Caesar react to Cimber’s pleadings to recall his brother from banishment? 

Caesar is very arrogant and conceited of his judgement and his decisive nature. He not only refuses to 

pardon Cimber’s brother from being bandished but he also refuses to listen to the entreaties of Brutus. 

He is obstinate and infuriates Cimber and Brutus with his rudeness. He calls himself ‘a fixed star’ and 

abuses Cimber by calling him a dog and insulting him. 

 

                                          ------------------------------------------------------------------- 


